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formation. For the explosive p the lips are firmly
closed so as to resist the pressure of the current of air
which is driven against them "by the force of expiration,
and further increased in strength by the elevation of the
floor of the cavity of the mouth. If now the lips are
suddenly opened, either voluntarily or through the
pressure of the air accumulated against them., the ex-
plosive sound is heard. The sound cannot be produced
alone, for the current of air which is thus let loose
follows upon it with a breathing sound so closely, that
even when it precedes a vowel this breathing sound,
though scarcely audible, forms a hiatus between the two.
The occlusive p has a somewhat different sound, namely,
a short and hard one; it cannot, of course, be followed
by the breathing sound, if formed with perfect purity.
This, however, is very rarely the case. The occlusive p,
namely, cuts off the current of air with a force which
considerably exceeds that with which the lips are brought
into a position of rest. It follows, therefore, that a
relaxation takes place in the force of closure after the
sound is formed, and the air which is compressed by
the sudden obstruction breaks through the now powerless
closure, and gives rise to a weak explosive p. A. par-
ticular effort is required to avoid this second sound. It
is not, however, in any way detrimental to speech,
offering, .on the contrary, the slight advantage of giving
a little more volume to the very soundless occlusive p.

In b we have the p with tone in the explosive as well
as in the occlusive form. In the explosive form it is not
followed by the breathing sound for many reasons, all of
which are based upon the character of the current of
air producing the sound, which is weak and with tone.
The separation of the lips is, therefore, generally effected
by voluntary muscular activity, and the current of air